Frank and Eliza Brown 
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Franklin f^liarice Brown was born-Dec. 5,1849 in Adair County Kentucky. 
Eliza Adeline Arledge was born J une 4, 1862 in Minnisota to Alex 
Arledge and Julia Peters Arledge. Frank and Eliza met in South Dakota 
while she was living with her sister,Huldah.They were married June 11, 
1882 at the Soux Pineridge Agency in South Dakota by the U.S. Indian 
Agent V.T.McGillcuddy. 


Their son,George Watson was born in Soux County, Nebr. They operated 
a store for the government on the reservation. George learned to talk 
while they lived there. If a white person came in and asked for some¬ 
thing, they had to stop and think what he wanted. 


Six more children were born to them while they lived in Nebr.-Julia 
Annis was born in Soux County October 25,1885. x he next four were bom 
in Cherry County. Huldah Rachel October 19,1888,Manda Corah 26,1890,<£t7 
Florence Pearl March 12, 1893 ,Stella May August 4,1895,Ray Lester May2, 

1 898 in Sheridan County. The last three were bom at Big Trails,Wyo. 
Laura Edna November 29,1900,Alta Fern December 27, 1903. and ranees 
Ivron August 1 , 1906 . 

Because of PDad's" health , the doctor said he should try a different 
climate. They moved to Big Trail,Wyo. in two covered wagons. They came 
over the mountains from Lost Cabin in October of I 898 . George was 15, 
and he rode the horse and drove the cows.Ray was a baby.They put a 
blanket over a horse collar and set him in it when they stopped.They 
used^cow chips for fuel for cooking.Every place they came to thed 
children wanted "Dad” to buy it.Eliza's sister,Florence Bremmer, and 
her husband,Charlie, lived where the Mills place is now at Big Trails. 
That winter Eliza and Frank lived in part of their house. In Jan. 01 

1899 the snow was so deep Uncle Charlie's feet drug in the snow when 
he rode horseback. In the spring the Eremmers moved to Washington. 

Bnwcms bought their land and furniture. 


Eliza's parents lived at the "Frog Pond". Her sister,Ada Helmer, and 
her husband Frank,lived on the Double H on Crooked Creek. 


Oscar McClellan was their first teacher.Those attending were: Frank, 
Ray, and Bert Ainsworth,Ben,Joe (Bush) and Charles(Bouncer) Helmer, 
Clarence WAln and his cousin Hallie,George Coleman, and maybe Howard, 
George, Huldah,Manda,and Florence Brown. Students had to buy their 
own books. They were allowed to start school at 5 F l°rence 

looked for a book to take to school and was disappointed when she • 
couldn't fine one. One of Mary Bremmer's books was put in a box, ana 
she was told to look again. She couldn't understand why 
seen it before.When the snow was deep, "Dad" pulled something behind 
the horse to clear a trail touhhool.Tfte Ainsworth boys brought their 
lunch in a lard pail. One day when they opened the pail, they dis¬ 
covered they had brought lard. 


When Mr. Smith, the postmaster,left, Eliza was appointed postmistress, 
and "Dad" was her official assistant. He woul<? never allow the child¬ 
ren in the post office while the mail was being sorted.They built a 
room on the east side of the house to be used for the post office.The 
mail line was from Lost Cabin to Bonanza. The drivers met at Big Trails 
stayed all night and returned the next day."DAd" supplied feed for 
the horses.Sam Brandt was one of the drivers. 


In the fall the Browns and Helmers went to Buffalo the 7 

each took two wagons. It took them ten days to two ™ ht 

Thpv took one wagon on to Sheridan for flour, iney always oxwufti to 

back'a sack of P e^uts g to roast in the oven. Oatmeal came in gunny 
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wagonsto get them up the hill. 

The girls had to look for the milk jlcwe^a^row*, 

They did the milking. They plante P ^ to • £ them up i n the 

and they dropped the P ota °^ J J nd threw it off in hunches, 

fall. "Dad" had a reaper that cut the grain anu 

The girls tied it in bundles and shocked it. 

Henry Bramer lived ^ ith " D f Dutchma^lveryonf called him*" OlHeSy" . 
was a little girl. He wa & a full. He laso took care 

He helped "Dad" haul wood. He kraut . Eliza canned fruit 

of the garden. Each fall he made 30 - °£ 1 '^ople that stopped 

and vegetables. They could never ave . T ils was sorta^ht the cross- 
by if it hadn’t been for the garde:n. Big ^ 1 ;rsc . ora the badlands,Tisn- 

SSr^Hte r.s 

There was a community picnic on the 4th. The ^^^^“hadb^crocheted 
Their bloomers were made out ol bieacne 

edge. . „i nc| pd the ielly glasses and poured 

u'in r1ar h :ith W so;e n "fo?he S r». Gooseberries. currants, and choke- 
cherries grew on the place. 

In Nebr. Eliza helped Dr. Elmore, h e t ®“|y t »Sja.. h ?ook°Eliza t!T ^ 

siek?Sometime later while Ray was still a 0 b *X' c ould get in the hot 
Thermopolis with inflamitory ^humatism so .h there _S He said lf they 

water from the mineral sP r P?g a ; fji *111 her . He gave "Dad" a powder 
put her in the hot water, it would kill nein 8 ket knife blade. 

to give her. He measured it out on ths t f I | ave it to others 

Dr. Elmore gave him a supply to take hoee.^^ wh J the supp ly was gone, 
suffering with rhumatism. Dr. E Wyoming. She delivered 

She continued to nurse after th ®y ® a ™« * time of day or night, 

babies up and down the S j£ s she rode horseback to be 

When her grandson, Bill Williams Harvards. It had been 

W?th Annis.They lived on the place south of Harvards .„ 

raining, and the river was high. She pDan runnl bankful. So she 

that ran into Double c ij°®j|i" g J r b gaing with just a halter to guide him. 
swam her horse across Double Crossing j 

Williams' place was known as Pleasant rom 

The Indians used to stop at Big Trails on their way « 

vation to another. The children ^ked to visi^ Indians. Once Florence 

"Dad" had taught them not to be afr around a dog's neck. They 

^ a srys.'SE’a « 

HZ to^stir^gain. ^They°were^taught not to lie to the Ondians-they 
would never forget it. 

Elisa helped take care of the Peterson ohildren^hen^hey had^car e 

^u^n^y^S! S“.S- was ixed in it- 

SfrhS'jS.SS fbatt'aS went to a cL^n change of .lothes. 

Her clothes and hairpins were burned. 


Frank and Eliza brown 


On August 8,1912 their daughter,Huldah Shepard, died of a ruptured 
appendix twelve hours after her son, A 'ranklin, was born.^Dad" amd Eliza 
took her three children to raise-Netha,Glen, and Franklin. 


When they left the ranch, Eliza worked for Drs. W.u. Gray,John floesel, 
and walker. Wtien-ehe-d ecid ed=to=iake- a-fr mtr s o - in nur sing -by~~ c orre sp ondence, 
^she asked Dr. Gray for a recommendation! - Je wrote in January 1924, 

" Dear Mrs. Brown, # . . 

Please find a few words of recommendation 1 have written m reply to 
your request. 1 hpe you will find it of service to you in your new 
field of work.1 have tried to fix it so it would not do you f^y harm 
if it did not do you any good.The thing that strikes me is, that what 
are we going to do without you in the Big Trails country. I'm afraid 
those people up there will have cause for serious-complaint_in y° u J 
leaving them, l hope that you are successful in the new field and 
kind personal regards , ± remain sincerely yours,W.O. Gray. 

Eliza died dune 19,1927 in the worland hospital of tick £® v ®£* Dr * f + _ 
Prowder of worland and Dr. Jewell of Shoshoni took care of her. Alter 
her death, the family received a letter from the Mayo Clinic and from 
The National institute of Nursing of Boston ® x P r !® s ^ their symp hy 
and saying how much they appreciated having her as student and a inena 

as well. 

-Dad- lived with Annie awhile. He was living with Florence when he died 
Feb. 26,1931 in Ten Bleep. 

^As told by Florence Brown wain; 



